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A ITER College, what? To throw 
-^^^ a little light upon an answer to 
this question, these pages are written. 
However low in his ideals a man 
may become after twenty years of 
business or professional life, the aver- 
age American college student makes 
the choice of his life-work from high 
motives, varied and mixed as those 
motives may be. Some may over- 
emphasize wealth, some social posi- 
tion, some political success ; but what- 
ever the emphasis, there is sure to be 
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a distribution of high resolves and 
true ambitions. 

Is not this a fair statement of the 
questions that the college student puts 
to himself, as he thinks over his choice 
of a profession: "Into what pursuit 
can T put my life, where, on the whole, 
I can most effectually help the com- 
munity and develop myself? And 
granted tlmt the right calling seems 
to present itself, am I the man for 
it ? Am I fitted in character, abil- 
ity, and temperament to meet its 
conditions ? " 

On some such basis as this, thou- 
sands of young men are deciding for 
law, medicine, business, the ministry, 
mining, and a hundred other pursuits. 
The varieties and proportion of their 
decisions are proofs that money and 
pleasure are not the leading nor 
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serious ambitions of college men. No 
profession can claim a monopoly of 
the best men ; every honest calling, 
nobly conceived, is a noble calling. 

For various reasons, many young 
men do not have as clear or as cor- 
rect an idea of the ministry, its con- 
ditions and opportunities, as they do 
of law, business, or the other call- 
ings. My purpose, therefore, is to 
state in as clear and simple a way as 
possible a few of the leading features 
of the ministry. 

Taking the student's decisive ques- 
tions as they stand, — "Where can I 
most effectually help the community? 
Where can I best develop myself? 
Am I fitted in character, ability, and 
temperament to meet the condi- 
tions?" — we may discuss them in 
that order. 
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I. The ministry in relation to the 
community. 

Among the most important of the 
economic problems of the day is that 
of placing power where it will be most 
effective. Mechanical invention is now 
bent upon economy of power. In this 
age and country, there are enormous 
forces turned toward the development 
of wealth, of wise legislation, inter- 
pretation of law, and popular educa- 
tion. The community seems to have 
unlimited power to absorb lawyers, 
doctors, and shop-keepers, although 
some people say that certain lines are 
becoming over-crowded. But no one 
questions, I suppose, where the weak 
spot of democracy is likely to come, — 
not in poverty or ignorance, but in 
the decadence of character, in the de- 
cline, amid increasing wealthy of self- 
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restraint, moral courage, and a high 
sense of honor and right. We are 
developing material resources; we need 
to develop the spiritual, or character 
resources of this great conglomerate 
mass of people which is coming to us 
from all parts of the world. 

Now, while every true man in every 
honorable calling is doing this more 
or less directly, the ministry is the 
calling in which this is and can be 
most effectually done, for the develop- 
ment of true character is the business 
of the minister. The lawyer and the 
doctor have other interests as well as 
this ; but to this the minister devotes 
his life, and the only claim that lie 
makes upon the community is that 
they will give him a fair support while 
he is. doing it. 

Economy of power consists not only 
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in bringing to the community what it 
most needs, but in bringing that in the 
most direct way. Commerce, science, 
and legislation upbuild character in- 
directly, of course. The doctor keeps 
the body in health, and thus clears 
the way for better manhood. The 
minister, however, turns directly to 
the springs of character, and appeals 
to the deepest motives, — duty, love, 
and gratitude. He always works most 
effectually who reaches nearest to the 
springs of life. 

We all know that in the movement 
of modern thought faiths have been 
overthrown, and even the fundamental 
truths of ethics are somewhat dis- 
trusted. A great mass of people are 
drifting along, upheld in life and 
thought by the average sentiment of 
the community. They think neither 
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deeply nor much; they are busy 
getting a living. Yet one who is 
fancdliar with the inner life of the 
American people, who meets them 
when the problems of existence are 
most pressing, knows that amidst all 
the superficial indifference and the 
interest in other things, they are fun- 
damentally athirst for the living God. 
I say "the living God," for whether 
justly or unjustly, many complain that 
the Church has been giving them a 
religion of the past ; that its argu- 
ments have been framed upon a phi- 
losophy of the past, and that even the 
spiritual experiences which Christians 
describe have a flavor of the past. 
What, then, they want are men who, 
while living in the present, have also 
a vital faith in God, and who will 
preach that faith to the people in such 
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a way that God will be living to tlieui, 
and will enter into their lives as a 
practical power. 

The true minister thus stands as 
an interpreter between God and man. 
Of course, other religious men stand 
in that same relation. But this is 
distinctively the minister's work, — so 
to live in the presence of God that 
he will make the divine life the very 
warp and woof of his life, and thus 
through himself carry the divine life 
to others. Then as our city population 
increases in number and density, the 
true preacher is' going to have the 
opportunity to move men to God and 
a nobler life, such as the world has 
never seen. 

Men have not been in college the 
last few years without learning that 
the tendency of political and economic 
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study is toward a realization of the 
common interests of all men, or the 
solidarity of humanity ; and from this 
springs a sense of brotherhood and 
of mutual responsibility. It is not 
necessary to claim that this is funda- 
mentally Christian ; my point is that 
the ministry is not only a mediator 
between God and man, but also be- 
tween man and man. The minister's 
duty is to reach to the fundamental 
manhood. He has no right to con- 
sider wealth, station, nor condition ; 
his hfe is spent among all sorts and 
conditions of men ; every day sees 
him moving from the tenement to the 
mansion, from the sick-bed of the 
wage-earner to the office of the cap- 
italist. Of course the doctor and 
others are doing the same, — in fact, 
the doctor's work is closely allied to 
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that of the minister ; but the minister 
has but one definite purpose, the bind- 
ing together of all classes in mu- 
tual regard. Social antagonism arises 
largely from ignorance and misunder- 
standing. But given a few intelligent, 
single-minded men in a community, 
devoted to the practical work of bring- 
ing the various social classes into mu- 
tual sympathy and helpful relations, 
and you have an enormous influence 
toward overcoming the present mu- 
tual distrust, and of creating common 
bonds of brotherhood. 

Again, the increase of city life and 
the changes in social conditions are 
developing a great variety of interests, 
social and charitable. The study of 
social ethics is claiming the interest 
of college men. Into these move- 
ments the ministry has the oppor- 
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tunity of throwing itself; and in fact, 
as one studies these subjects in the 
large cities, he finds the best clergy- 
men in the van. The community is 
making larger demands upon public- 
spirited citizens every year, but the 
community has no such claim on any 
class of citizens for such work as it 
has upon the clergy. It is going to 
be one of the opportunities of the min- 
istry of the next generation that these 
movements will so far develop as to 
call for the highest intelligence, the 
largest powers of administration, and 
the finest heroism. 

II. '' In what calling can a man 
best develop himself?'' Self-culture 
in the ministry. 

The measure of the minister is the 
man. Whatever goes to make a larger 
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manhood, goes to make a better min- 
ister. A business man may be narrow 
in his sympathies, and no less a busi- 
ness man. A lawyer may be a tyrant 
at home, and at tlie same time a leader 
at the bar. Not so the minister ; what- 
ever goes to warp or weaken the char- 
acter, goes also to warp and weaken 
the eflFectiveness of his work. 

In the intellectual life, therefore, the 
, whole realm of thought and literature 
belongs to him directly, not merely as 
a man, but as a minister. The doctor 
is no more skilful as a doctor because 
he has read the last great poem; the 
stock-broker no better stock broker for 
his familiarity with the last discovery 
in medical science ; but the minister is 
the better minister for every bit of 
knowledge and thought that he can 
make his own. Every book read, 
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whether it be philosophy, theology, or 
a novel, every subject touched, goes to 
make the more effective minister. We 
know that in business there is little 
stimulus for intellectual development; 
even in the highest professions the 
study of the classics or of many other 
lines of literature is an avocation, but 
in the ministry all these become parts 
of the man's vocation. If he is to be 
a leader of men who are alive to the in- 
terests of modern thought and life, he 
must be a live man intellectually. 
When, then, a man is seeking for a 
calling which will among other things 
give him a stimulus for intellectual 
culture, he will look to the ministry. 

There is a feeling, on the part of 
certain people, that as soon as a man 
makes his vow in the church, he is in- 
tellectually bound, — what he believes, 
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that he must always believe. Some 
men are kept out of the ministry by 
such an impression. If it be so, it is 
rather singular that of the thousands 
of intellectual, clear-headed, sensitively 
conscientious men who have entered 
the ministry in the last few years, and 
who have thought vigorously and freely, 
there is an extremely small fraction of 
those who retire or are driven out on 
intellectual grounds. In fact, while 
churches differ, there is at least one 
historic Church which, while holding a 
few fundamentals, encourages such 
large liberty of interpretation and 
thought that any man who enters the 
ministry with a faith in the few funda- 
mental facts of the gospel may be 
practically sure that he may think as 
freely and as widely as his thought 
will carry him. Truth for the truth's 
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sake is the object of the minister's 
search, as it is that of every sincere 
student. 

Granting that there are other pur- 
suits which offer an equal stimulus for 
intellectual culture, the ministry is 
unique in its opportunities for moral 
and spiritual development. 

What a community demands of its 
leaders in character, that it is likely to 
have. If it demands purity in its polit- 
ical leaders, in time political leaders 
will rise who are pure. The commu- 
nity, unchristian as well as Christian, 
makes high demands upon the ministry. 
It expects and it has a right to expect 
a higher character and a purer spirit- 
ual life from the clergyman than from 
any other man. That demand, felt by 
the ministry, is a keen stimulus. The 
ideal pastor is the man to whom 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 

the communitj looks for the truest 
life. 

But beyond the help which comes 
from the sense of the community, there 
is also that which comes from the min- 
ister's associations. While it is his 
duty to obtain a large view of life, and 
his opportunity to become a broad- 
minded man, it is his privilege to 
have a close association with men and 
women of Christian life and of the high- 
est spiritual standard. He is bound to 
be in the company of the saints of this 
nineteenth century, if there be any. 
Many a time the minister leaving the 
home of some man or woman of devout 
character finds that he has received 
rather than given spiritual strength. 

Tlien again, as the lawyer develops 
the legal spirit by living in the midst 
of law-books and in the spirit of the 
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law, the minister has the privilege 
of having for his special study that 
library of historic books called Holy 
Scripture, wherein are unique spiritual 
experiences, and within the leaves of 
which is contained the story of the life 
which is at the basis of all that is best 
in our modern civilization. So far as 
one can be the companion of a man of 
history, thus far does the minister be- 
come the daily companion of the man 
Jesus. But more than this, that com- 
panionship develops into a realization 
of the present Christ, who is with the 
Christian and with the minister, sup- 
porting him to-day as He supported 
the men of His own time. 

ni. But even if all this be true, even 
if the ministry has its large work for 
the community and its peculiar oppor- 
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tunity for intellectual and spiritual cul- 
ture, the third question rises in a young 
man's mind : " Am I fitted in char- 
acter, ability, and temperament to meet 
the conditions ? '* 

What, then, are the conditions of 
faith and character? Let me state 
them as simply as I can : — 

First, that a man is living in the 
faith in God the Father, and that he is 
trying to follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus Christ, and looking to His Spirit 
for guidance. 

No clearer or more simple statement 
can be found than the Creed in the 
Prayer Book of the Episcopal Church, 
called the Apostles', which has been 
through its history the creed of the 
Christian Church. 

Second, that in gratitude for what 
Jesus Christ has done for him, the 
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man will devote himself to His service, 
and to the elevation and redemption 
from sin of his fellow-men. 

These are, I believe, the two and 
only fundamental conditions of the 
ministry. 

But the reply comes, ^^You have 
said nothing of the call. I accept all 
this, but I have not had the call. How \ 

does that come ? " 

A man's call may come suddenly, 
but it probably will not. I do not 
know what our reasoning faculties, our 
judgment, and our common-sense are 
given us for if they are not divine in- 
struments by which we can test in a 
reasonable way whether we have our 
work in the ministry or in some other 
calling. And when devotion to God, 
a sense of duty, and an appreciation of 
the opportunity turns us toward the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



24 

ministry, I do not know why that is 
not a call as direct as if it came a 
voice from heaven. 

But one more question rises for an- 
swer. '' Does not the ministry demand 
a high spiritual character, a peculiar 
spiritual temperament? I have not 
that, and I will not pretend to be what 
I am not." 

Spiritual sensitiveness is one of 
the happy results of modern culture. 
Men have high ideas of the ministry ; 
and they will not, by entering them- 
selves, run any risk of lowering them. 
But the question may well be asked, 
whether with this sensitiveness has 
been developed spiritual courage. A 
young man is not a mature man, spirit- 
ually or intellectually. He is not now, 
in character, what he thinks the minis- 
try ought to be. Is it not, then, the 
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part of every true man to seek to be 
what he feels he ought to be, whether 
he be minister or layman? Is there 
not a duty of spiritual hopefulness, as 
well as of humility, which will throw a 
man into the work with a full realiz- 
ation that he is not, as was neither 
Paul nor any of the apostles, nor any 
saint since the apostles, altogether what 
he ought to be, but that he is deter- 
mined to try to bring into the ministry 
those features in which it is, as he be- 
lieves, lacking? 

If a young man of high ideals feels 
that ministers are narrow-minded, un- 
manly, or insincere, why should not he 
throw himself into the ministry of 
Christ and in loyalty to Him do what 
he canto make it broad-minded, manly, 
and sincere? Let this be clear: that 
for a young man of Christian faith and 
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true character, entrance upon the min- 
istry is not an exceptional, eccentric 
action, but the most natural thing that 
he can do. 

The ministry to-day is not so much 
in need of spiritual geniuses as of 
manly, earnest, intelligent Christian 
men ; in fact, if a man has these, — a 
simple faith, a single heart for the 
work, fair intelligence, good health, and 
common-sense, — he will have all the 
work he wants, reasonable support, and 
will do a noble work for Christ and 
His Church. 

Note that what I have said is frag- 
mentary. The subject as a whole has 
hardly been touched. There are levels 
of spiritual experience and mature 
faith, which will come as the years of 
active work pass by, which have not 
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been hinted at. I have not spoken of 
the singular rewards of the minister in 
the love and gratitude of a community, 
in the realization that by his efforts 
lives have been saved, homes have re- 
mained unbroken, and communities 
have been uplifted. 

There are college men who since 
graduation have been making their for- 
tunes or gaining a reputation at the 
bar while their classmates and chums 
of equal ability who have entered the 
ministry have been moving from house 
to- house, bringing cheer and comfort. 
Some of these are, so their friends 
would say, lost or buried in the coun- 
try town ; others are leaders in all the 
best movements in our large cities, and 
are upbuilding the character of the 
American people. In the satisfaction 
which comes from devoted service and 
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the gratification which comes from 
ministering to the humblest people, no 
minister would change his work for 
that of any other pursuit. 

The ministry now presents itself to 
the college man who wants to help the 
community and develop himself. The 
simple conditions of service of God and 
man in the ministry are before him. 
The question which every Christian 
college man has to consider and an- 
swer is, Am I not in character, abil- 
ity, and temperament one of the men 
whom the ministry of this generation 
calls into service? 

Camukidge, 1893. 
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